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and Zn(OAc) 2 were refluxed in a mixture EtOH/CHCl 3 9:1 (1 mL) for 1 h. The volatiles were evaporated under reduced pressure and the solid residue was purified by chromatography (neutral Al 2 O 3 , CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH 99:1) to afford a dark purple solid which was purified again by precipitation from EtOH to afford 41 mg (79 %) of the pure zinc-5,10,15,20-mesotetradodecylporphyrin. 1 H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl 3 ) δ 0.88 (t, 3 J HH = 6.9 Hz, 12H, 4CH 3 ), 1.27 -1.38 (m, 48H, 24CH 2 ), 1.50 -1.57 (m, 16H, 8CH 2 ), 1.81 (m, 8H, 4CH 2 ), 2.46 (m, 8H, 4CH 2 ), 4.72 (t, 3 J HH = 8.1 Hz, 8H, 4CH 2 ), 9.30 (s, 8H, 8CH). 13 
